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[the invasive paper mobile]

[what]

The Invasive Paper Mobile will travel throughout Detroit 
neighborhoods to offer environmentally-focused papermaking 
workshops with invasive plants that have been removed from city 
parks, lots, and green spaces. The mobile will move from areas of  
the city where groups like the Belle Isle Conservancy and 
SCA-Detroit (Student Conservation Association) are removing 
invasive species like Phragmites, Purple Loosestrife, Japanese 
Honeysuckle, and Garlic Mustard. The Invasive Paper Mobile will 
then take these plants to community centers (libraries, recreation 
centers, after-school programs) where people can participate in 
papermaking workshops. 

[who]

Papermaking is inherently a community-based activity; one that 
can involve people of  differing abilities in all of  its steps while 
empowering individuals to learn a new process and develop 
hand-skills. The papermaking process facilitates both working in 
groups (to process the fibers), but also allows for individual 
experimentation (to make sheets). Since each plant yields very 
different results when processed, the Invasive Paper Mobile will act 
as a venue for experimentation, for collaboration, for building 
creative and problem solving abilities. This project will provide a 
unique opportunity for participants to investigate, to play, and to 
develop a greater connection with our natural world within the city. 
The Invasive Paper Mobile will set up for both half  day and full day 
workshops that will be open and accessible to all ability levels. 
Participants will gain hands-on experience in how fibers are 
harvested, processed and then made into paper. Shorter 
workshops will focus on sheet forming, while full day workshops 
will allow for more experimentation and group projects. 

[why]

The Invasive Paper Mobile will foster hands-on learning 
and environmental education for multi-generational 
communities. This project will create awareness around 
invasive plant species and their effect on our ecosystem. 
The project will provide an opportunity to think about 
invasive plant life differently. While we need to focus on 
eradication for the well-being of  natural habitats, we can 
also experiment with new uses and products from these 
noxious weeds.

Our goal is that participants will: 

 - be more mindful of  how they use resources. Having 
hands-on experience with a process from raw 
material to finished product is a direct way to learn 
about our connections to the planet and our impact 
on the world.   
- better understand where paper comes from, its 
important history, and the connection between the 
natural world and everyday products (cups, napkins, 
etc.)
- be able to identify invasive species, to correctly 
harvest and dispose of  the plants so that they are 
properly mitigated. 
- develop an appreciation for the Detroit ecosystem 
by getting out-of-doors and learning more about all 
plant species that are in the area, including the 
native plants  that are in danger. 
- broaden their knowledge and experience of  art 
processes with hands-on play with a process and 
materials, as well as creative collaboration between 
individuals.
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